
Planting Around flectrical fquipment
Yarnpa Val ley Electr ic Associat ion appreciates horv much the publ ic values the
appearance of horne and commercial landscaping. Good appearance is one of the prirne
reasons fbr r-rndersround uti i i t ies.

We suggest a ferv ' landscaping ideas yor,r  rv ' i l l  f incl  helpf i r l .  YVEA requires the access to
padmoLrnt transtbrnters and su'itchgear be kept clear fbr l0 f-eet. Sonte "green boxes,,
have tlr 'o sets of cloors, one in 1i 'ont ancl the other in the back- both recluire l0 fbot
clearance. The other non-door sides must have a two-fbot clearance fiee of obstacles.
Do not plant ivy or other climbing plants as they grow into the pretal enclosures ancl
caLise problems.

Grass. -trrav'cl t)r sl lall rocks arc rcconrrnenclecl vrithin the tw,o or l0 fbot "f iee zolte,,.
Avoid del icate f - lowerbed plarr t in,us that  rnay'be harnrecl .  Smal l  rocks the s ize ol '3 soccer
bal l ,  p laced outside the " f ree zot1e",  b leak Lrp the r ig id straight l i les of  t6e electr ic
eqr-riprnent. Larger rocks, the sizc of boulciers, shoulcl be placecl at least l0 feet a'vr,lv
fiorn all sides of the eqr,ripr-nent. Remernber \\, 'e neecl access to the equipprent in winter
ancl  summer.  Electr ic equiplrent t -nust  be v isual ly ancl  physical ly ' r . . . r r ib le to ut i l i ty
crews and rneter readers at ali t ir-nes.

Trees should be planted far enor-rgh arvay l iorlr the padrnount ccluipment, that when tl"rey
reach matr-trity, overhanging branches tvon't obstruct a crane fiopr rerloving a clef-ective
transformer or setting a new one. The right tree in the rieht place has valr,re. Iror f ' ture
safbty, alr 'va,t 's stay 20 feet away' l iorn thc nearest overhead power l ine whep pla't ing
trees.

If concrete is to be poured near a po'uverline pole, the concrete neecls to be at least l2
inches avvay from the pole. YVEA discourages the placement of concrete near any
power l ine equipment. Consult YVEA if you plan to br-ri ld, grade or consrrucr an),type
of structr-lre near electric eqLripment.

Those underground electr ic l ines must..come
electr ical requirements of the publ ic. In areas
padrnor-rnt transfbrmers and switchgear (those
interu'als along mair-r electric lines near streets

up" somer.vhere if they are to serve the
that are served by'underground faci l i t ies,
green boxes) are placed at selected
ancl hiqhlvavs.

expect. YVEA r,vill help
impair service- to

Depenclable, uninterrupted electric service is r.vhat consurners
yolr create a landscaping design that adds bealrty ancl wil l not
neighborhood electric equipment.
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