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As we head into 2023, we know our members are facing 
many of the same challenges we are facing at the co-op. 
One of the most significant challenges for us is the rising 
costs of wholesale energy prices and the impact that will 
have on our members. We know no one wants to see 
their energy bills go up, especially after all of us have had 
price increases in every aspect of our lives. No matter the 
product or services, costs continue to rise, and we are not 
insulated from those same cost drivers you are seeing.

While a rate adjustment isn’t the news we want to 
deliver, transparency is our goal. We want to give you as 
much advance notice as possible. Members could see 
this new rate on their March bills, depending on their 
bill cycle. So, what are driving these necessary changes 
to our rates? Similar to our previous rate adjustments, 
the rate increase drivers are rising power supply costs, 
the costs involved with maintaining and investing in our 
infrastructure, and the rising cost of doing business.  

Power Supply Costs

Xcel Energy is raising our wholesale power supply rate 
by 14% in 2023. While we expected a rate increase, the 
level it rose to was unexpected. Wholesale power costs 
comprise almost two-thirds of all YVEA expenses, so this 
increase significantly impacts YVEA’s rates. Members 
will notice that while Xcel’s rates went up by 14%, YVEA’s 
rates did not follow. The reason behind this was when we 
received word from Xcel, we reduced proposed budgets 
for 2023 by 15%. 

Maintaining and Investing in Our Infrastructure

Every year, we invest millions of dollars back into our 
system, improving our members’ reliability. This includes 
hardening our systems against wildfires through tree 
trimming projects, installing more electronic reclosures, 
and upgrading our system to go into Fire Protection 
Mode when the situation calls for it. Our goal is to keep 
our grid modern and functioning in a way that helps 
reduce the frequency and duration of outages for our 
members. 

The Rising Cost of Doing Business

We know your dollar isn’t going as far, and we too are 
running into the same scenario. For us to continue to 
successfully run YVEA and deliver safe, reliable, and 
affordable power, we need to take these costs into 

account when budgeting 
for materials purchased, 
maintaining our fleet, 
and hiring and retaining 
skilled staff. Each of these 
elements adds to our 
operating costs and the 
need for rate adjustments.

What is YVEA doing to control these continued rate 
increases?

We cannot control the wholesale energy costs Xcel 
charges, their business decisions, or any other factors 
resulting from power supplier rate increases. The 
vulnerability this creates for our membership motivated 
us to request proposals for new power suppliers. We are 
seeking long-term contracts that will provide stability 
for our ever-evolving cooperative. This process is ongoing, 
and due to NDAs during this process, we cannot say 
much more than we are actively in the process of 
reviewing RFPs.

We realize the impact a rate increase has on our 
members and ask that if anyone is having trouble 
paying their bills, please contact us immediately.
Not only can we assist with connecting members with 
an outside agency, but can also work with you on paying 
your bill, offer tips to help you conserve energy, and 
advise if Budget Billing is an option for you.

All of us at YVEA recognize the hardships a rate increase 
can bring to our membership. At the same time, we 
know you depend on us to heat your homes and power 
your life, which is why we’re committed to maintaining 
and improving our systems. We are committed to being 
the reliable power provider you depend on, and that 
means striking a balance between these improvements 
and the size of the rate increases, which we feel we are 
accomplishing.

THE RISING COSTS OF ENERGY
Notice of Rate Change Effective March 1st, 2023

Yampa Valley Electric Association (YVEA) upholds 
a mission of providing safe, reliable, and affordable 
power and energy efficient services to members in a 
variety of communities including Baggs, Wyoming, 
and Craig, Hayden, Yampa, and Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado. YVEA has spent $663,800 in 2022 to 
maintain the safety and reliability of their service as 
well as to proactively address disruptions created by 
upcoming winter storms.

Safety: identify and prevent hazards.
Trees conduct electricity when growing into or too 
close to power lines. During winter storms, snow and 
ice can weigh down the lines, causing lines to fall and 
creating an unsafe environment of a live wire on the 
ground. By trimming trees or removing hazardous 
trees growing into or near power lines and removing 
brush and other vegetation obstructing ground 
equipment, YVEA’s vegetation management program 
prevents harm to people, wildlife, and communities.

Reliability: identify vulnerabilities
and address accordingly.
Sometimes members plant trees that grow into 
power lines, plant bushes around transformers, etc. 
that pose a hazard to maintaining service. Through 
vegetation management, YVEA can prepare for and 
adapt to changing conditions and withstand and 
recover from disruptions. This practice also allows 
YVEA to lower labor and other costs associated with 
repairing or replacing infrastructure.

Winter Weather: tree trimming is 
over, but work is not done.
YVEA has used vegetation management throughout 
2022 to prepare for upcoming winter storms. As 
we move into 2023, YVEA will continue to manage 
hazards and maintain service, as well as communicate 
with members about what is to come.

Winter Weather Advisory:
YVEA Uses Vegetation Management to Prepare for Snow and Ice

Stay up to date as YVEA continues to focus on safety and reliablity through vegetation 
management efforts in 2023. Updates will be posted online in the following places:

Facebook: @YampaValleyElectricAssociation •  Online: www.yvea.com/vegetation-management

Steamboat Springs Office
Monday-Friday, 7am-4pm
2211 Elk River Road
Office: 970-879-1160

Craig Office
Monday-Friday, 7am-3:30pm
3715 US-40
Office: 970-824-6593

www.yvea.com
To report an outage
please call:
970-879-1160

Steve Johnson, CEO

If you have any additional questions about
this rate change, please call us at 970-879-1160 

or visit yvea.com/2023-rate-increase.
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Hey, high school juniors and seniors! 
What are your plans for next summer? Maybe 
sleeping until noon, cleaning your room, or binge-
watching your favorite Netflix series? While all 
that sounds great, we bet you can top that by 
attending a free trip to Washington, D.C., with 
2,000 of your closest co-op friends. YVEA has three 
pretty awesome reasons why you should board 
that plane. So get ready to pack your bags and 
make monumental memories because your flight 
departs soon!

Get unstuck
With better internet from Luminate Broadband

With speeds up to 1 GIG (1,000 mbps), Luminate is here to 
ensure your online experience matches your real life needs.

SWITCH TODAY AND GET A 
$100 GIFT CARD OF YOUR CHOICE:

NO BUFFERING NO FROZEN SCREENSSMOOTH STREAMING

OR Gift Card to The
Moffat Mercantile

$100
Gift Card to 

The Warehouse

$100

LUMINATEBROADBAND.COM • 970.870.4320
3715 US Hwy 40 Craig, CO 81625

    It’s Free
Yes, you read that right. The Washington D.C. 
Youth Tour is an all-expenses-paid trip sponsored 
by national and state-wide associations plus your 
family here at Yampa Valley Electric Association, 
through the use of unclaimed Capital Credits. 
FREE airfare, FREE hotels, FREE meals, and FREE 
attractions.

    It’s Cool
You will spend eight days exploring Washington, 
D.C.’s most historic destinations including 
the Lincoln Memorial, National Air and Space 
Museum, the Library of Congress and more! Plus, 
you get to enjoy an award-winning play at the 
Kennedy Center. 

    You get to travel
Remember that travel bucket list you made? 
Check off Washington, D.C., ’cause your dreams 
are about to come true!

You can apply today! 
Applications can be found online at:
yvea.com/washington-dc-youth-tour. For more 
information, contact Tammi McKenzie at
970-871-2245 or tmckenzie@yvea.com.

The deadline to apply is January 20.
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If your vehicle hits a power pole, 
your car and the surrounding 
area can become energized, 
putting you and others at risk 
of electrocution.

Stay in your car and warn 
others to stay away.

Call 911 to notify the 
electric utility. 

Wait in your vehicle until 
a first responder or utility 
worker tells you it’s safe 
to exit.

If the car is on fire, jump clear of the 
vehicle with both feet together, without 
touching the car and the ground at the 
same time. Continue to hop with your 
feet together until you are at least 30 feet 
away from the vehicle.
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UPDATED NET METERING
POLICY AND RATE
Effective January 1st, 2023. The YVEA 
Board of Directors approved a change to 
our net metering sizing for residential 
and commercial members. To read more 
about the policy, please visit 
www.yvea.com/member-solar.

THE ONLY REASON TO LEAVE 
YOUR VEHICLE IS IF IT’S ON FIRE

Peanut Butter Pie

Got a recipe you would like
 to see in our next 

newsletter? Here is what we’re looking fo
r:

February: Favorite Superbow
l appetizer

April: Deviled egg recipe

May: Get grilling and share 
your best

barbeque recipe

Please send any recipe submissions to info@yvea.com

How about an easy, no bake pie as a treat to 
yourself and your loved ones after all of the holiday 
baking you just finished up? This pie is super easy 
to make and is an instant crowd pleaser. 

Ingredients
4 oz cream cheese
¾ cup confectioners’ sugar
½ cup peanut butter
½ cup milk
8 oz frozen whipped topping, thawed
2 (9 inch) prepared graham cracker crusts

Directions
1. Beat together cream cheese and confectioners’ 
sugar. Mix in peanut butter and milk. Beat until 
smooth. Fold in whipped topping.

2. Spoon into two 9 inch graham cracker pie 
shells. Cover and freeze until firm. This takes 
about 2 hours and 30 minutes to set. 

3. If you want to add delicious toppings like 
caramel sauce, chocolate sauce, or peanut butter 
chips, make sure you do this before putting your 
pie in the freezer.

4. Remove from freezer and allow pie to soften 
for 10 minutes. 

5. Slice and enjoy


