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You may have seen the 
notices we sent out during 
our colder months, offering 
advice on saving money by 
being smarter with your 
energy usage. We recently 
conducted a case study with 
a member who installed 
a smart thermostat on 
their electric baseboard 
heating system to see the 

savings. And we are excited to share this case study 
in the hopes more members would install smart 
thermostats to help save money.

Why use a smart thermostat?
A smart thermostat is a Wi-Fi-enabled device 
that automatically adjusts your home’s heating 
and cooling temperature settings for optimal 
performance. Unfortunately, most of us have 
manual thermostats in our homes which are not 
precise when setting the temperature, which is 
the biggest perk of programmable thermostats. 
Programmable thermostats allow members to set 
exact temperatures to control their energy usage. 
And because they are Wi-Fi enabled, members can 
control the thermostats with an app, so if you forget 
to turn down your temperature when you leave for 
the day, an easy click of the button will help save 
you money.

Background
This member we studied lived in a condo unit built 
in the 1970s. The primary heat source for this unit 
is electric baseboard heating. The member wanted 
help reducing their monthly energy usage, and 
we saw installing smart thermostats as a way to 
achieve this. YVEA measured the member’s usage 
from October 1st, 2020, through March 31st, 2021, 
and during that period, their usage was 11,476 kWh. 
The daily average was 63 kWh, and the average daily 
temperature was 25 degrees.

What did the member install?
The member bought three MYSA smart 
programmable thermostats. They paid a total of 

$402.09, including taxes and shipping. Through our 
Energy Hero Rebates, YVEA gave a bill credit rebate 
for $150, making the member’s total cost $252.09. 
This member self-installed their thermostats, and 
we estimate that had they not, the installer cost 
would be around $200.

The study
The member installed the thermostats in September 
2021. YVEA’s team measured the member’s usage 
starting on October 1st, 2021 and ending on March 
31st, 2022. Remember that the member’s usage 
before the smart thermostats was 11,476 kWh? After 
they could program and use these thermostats, the 
member reduced their usage for the same period, 
down to 7,062 kWh. As a result, their average daily 
usage came down to 38 kWh, and the average daily 
temperature was 22 degrees.

Even though the average temperature was three 
degrees colder than in 2021, the member used 4,414 
fewer kWh during the same time. This represents a 
kWh savings of $417 for this 182-day winter season 
(October 1st, 2021, through March 31st, 2022). On 
average, this member saved 24 kWh per day over the 
previous winter.

Conclusion
Even without the YVEA rebate, this member would 
have more than covered the costs of the thermostats 
in just one winter heating season. In addition, this 
member saved money because they utilized the 
smart thermostat technology and could keep the 
temperature low and turn the heat down or off when 
the unit was unoccupied. To see this type of savings, 
the member must program the thermostat or utilize 
the remote-control capabilities to manage the 
temperature in the home.

We hope that more members who use electric 
baseboard heating as their primary heating source 
will look into the money savings offered through 
these thermostats. To learn more about our rebates, 
visit www.yvea.com/rebates.
.

SMART THERMOSTATS CAN HELP YOU SAVE

Steve Johnson, CEO

Ingredients

4 slices bacon, diced
1 yellow onion, chopped
1 lb. sweet Italian sausage
2 cloves garlic
2 large or 3 small sweet potatoes, cubed or sliced 
into thin half moons
Kosher salt and pepper
5 cups low sodium chicken broth
4 cups chopped kale leaves
½ cup half n half or heavy cream
Large pinch red pepper flakes

Instructions
1. Heat a dutch oven or other heavy bottomed pot 
over medium heat. Add the bacon pieces and 
cook until crisped, about 5 minutes. Remove with 
a slotted spatula or spoon and place on a paper 
towel to drain.

2. Add the onion and sausage to the pot, using 
your spatula to crumble the sausage. Cook until 
no pink remains, then drain the excess fat from 
the pot. Stir in the garlic and sweet potatoes. 
Sprinkle lightly with Kosher salt and black pepper.

3. Pour the chicken broth into the pot, increase 
the heat to high, and bring the mixture to a boil. 
Cook until the sweet potatoes are softened, 4-5 
minutes.

4. Add the kale and cook until wilted, an 
additional 2-3 minutes. Reduce heat and stir in 
half n half and red pepper flakes. Heat through 
and serve with crumbled bacon on top.
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Do not place heaters on a table. They should 
sit on a hard, level floor.

Leave at least 3 feet of space between 
flammable materials, such as furniture, 
bedding, and curtains. A taller heater may 
need to be even further away.

Don’t use a heater in a workshop or garage 
near paint, gas cans, or matches.

Turn it off when you are out of the room or 
go to bed.

Unplug the heater when it’s not in use by 
pulling the plug straight from the outlet. 
Periodically check the cord for damage. 
Do notuse the heater if the cord is frayed 
or worn.

Don’t plug another electrical device or an 
extension cord into the same outlet as a 
heater as this can cause overheating.

Keep working smoke alarms on every level 
of your home and in every bedroom, and 
test them monthly.
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Space heaters can help warm small 
spaces. But when used incorrectly, 
they can become a dangerous 
hazard. Over 1,700 house fires are 
caused by portable heating sources 
annually. To avoid this risk, follow 
these safety tips:

SPACE 
HEATER 
SAFETY

For more electrical safety information,
visit www.yvea.com/electrical-safety.

A rate increase begins on March 1st, 2023. For more 
information, please visit www.yvea.com/2023-rate-increase.

Application deadline
is April 5th, 2023

To learn more and apply, visit www.yvea.com/scholarships.

What we talk about when we talk about bandwidth 
Bandwidth is a word we frequently use when discussing speed. However, bandwidth and 
speed are slightly different concepts in broadband—they’re related, but different.  

1. How many people or devices will be using your internet at the same time? 
Most people underestimate the number of internet connected devices they have 
in their home—from PCs, laptops, and tablets to mobile phones, smart speakers, 
smart TVs, and even doorbells, refrigerators, and thermostats. The average U.S. 
home in 2022 had between 21-25 devices. 

2. What will they be doing? 
Some tasks require very little bandwidth, such as checking email and social media, 
as well as browsing web pages and streaming music. Other tasks, such as online 
multiplayer gaming and 4K video streaming use quite a bit more.

How to Assess 
Bandwidth Needs 

BANDWIDTH

Speaks to how much internet data can be moved 
through your network connection during a fixed period 
of time. The more bandwidth you have, the more data 
can come into your home when you need it.

The key questions to ask when determining your bandwidth needs are: 

Figuring out the numbers
Fortunately, there are a variety of bandwidth calculators available online. We recommend the one 
at the Consumer Reports website. Simply enter the number of each device type you have and 
you’ll get a rough idea of the bandwidth that would best serve your home. 

Need help determining the right bandwidth for your household? The Luminate Broadband team 
would love to hear from you! Contact our friendly, hometown staff at 970-870-4320. We’d be more 
than happy to assist. 

SPEED

Refers to the actual rate 
of speed with which data 
moves through the lines.

Though the amount of bandwidth you need will vary based on your household size 
and the number of devices used, we recommend starting with at least 100 Mbps for 
the average household that streams movies or plays online video games. 
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Space heaters can help warm small 
spaces. But when used incorrectly, 
they can become a dangerous 
hazard. Over 1,700 house fires are 
caused by portable heating sources 
annually. To avoid this risk, follow 
these safety tips:

SPACE 
HEATER 
SAFETY
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What we talk about when we talk about bandwidth 
Bandwidth is a word we frequently use when discussing speed. However, bandwidth and 
speed are slightly different concepts in broadband—they’re related, but different.  

1. How many people or devices will be using your internet at the same time? 
Most people underestimate the number of internet connected devices they have 
in their home—from PCs, laptops, and tablets to mobile phones, smart speakers, 
smart TVs, and even doorbells, refrigerators, and thermostats. The average U.S. 
home in 2022 had between 21-25 devices. 

2. What will they be doing? 
Some tasks require very little bandwidth, such as checking email and social media, 
as well as browsing web pages and streaming music. Other tasks, such as online 
multiplayer gaming and 4K video streaming use quite a bit more.

How to Assess 
Bandwidth Needs 

BANDWIDTH

Speaks to how much internet data can be moved 
through your network connection during a fixed period 
of time. The more bandwidth you have, the more data 
can come into your home when you need it.

The key questions to ask when determining your bandwidth needs are: 

Figuring out the numbers
Fortunately, there are a variety of bandwidth calculators available online. We recommend the one 
at the Consumer Reports website. Simply enter the number of each device type you have and 
you’ll get a rough idea of the bandwidth that would best serve your home. 

Need help determining the right bandwidth for your household? The Luminate Broadband team 
would love to hear from you! Contact our friendly, hometown staff at 970-870-4320. We’d be more 
than happy to assist. 

SPEED

Refers to the actual rate 
of speed with which data 
moves through the lines.

Though the amount of bandwidth you need will vary based on your household size 
and the number of devices used, we recommend starting with at least 100 Mbps for 
the average household that streams movies or plays online video games. 
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Most people underestimate the number of internet connected devices they have 
in their home—from PCs, laptops, and tablets to mobile phones, smart speakers, 
smart TVs, and even doorbells, refrigerators, and thermostats. The average U.S. 
home in 2022 had between 21-25 devices. 

2. What will they be doing? 
Some tasks require very little bandwidth, such as checking email and social media, 
as well as browsing web pages and streaming music. Other tasks, such as online 
multiplayer gaming and 4K video streaming use quite a bit more.

How to Assess 
Bandwidth Needs 

BANDWIDTH

Speaks to how much internet data can be moved 
through your network connection during a fixed period 
of time. The more bandwidth you have, the more data 
can come into your home when you need it.

The key questions to ask when determining your bandwidth needs are: 

Figuring out the numbers
Fortunately, there are a variety of bandwidth calculators available online. We recommend the one 
at the Consumer Reports website. Simply enter the number of each device type you have and 
you’ll get a rough idea of the bandwidth that would best serve your home. 

Need help determining the right bandwidth for your household? The Luminate Broadband team 
would love to hear from you! Contact our friendly, hometown staff at 970-870-4320. We’d be more 
than happy to assist. 

SPEED

Refers to the actual rate 
of speed with which data 
moves through the lines.

Though the amount of bandwidth you need will vary based on your household size 
and the number of devices used, we recommend starting with at least 100 Mbps for 
the average household that streams movies or plays online video games. 
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You may have seen the 
notices we sent out during 
our colder months, offering 
advice on saving money by 
being smarter with your 
energy usage. We recently 
conducted a case study with 
a member who installed 
a smart thermostat on 
their electric baseboard 
heating system to see the 

savings. And we are excited to share this case study 
in the hopes more members would install smart 
thermostats to help save money.

Why use a smart thermostat?
A smart thermostat is a Wi-Fi-enabled device 
that automatically adjusts your home’s heating 
and cooling temperature settings for optimal 
performance. Unfortunately, most of us have 
manual thermostats in our homes which are not 
precise when setting the temperature, which is 
the biggest perk of programmable thermostats. 
Programmable thermostats allow members to set 
exact temperatures to control their energy usage. 
And because they are Wi-Fi enabled, members can 
control the thermostats with an app, so if you forget 
to turn down your temperature when you leave for 
the day, an easy click of the button will help save 
you money.

Background
This member we studied lived in a condo unit built 
in the 1970s. The primary heat source for this unit 
is electric baseboard heating. The member wanted 
help reducing their monthly energy usage, and 
we saw installing smart thermostats as a way to 
achieve this. YVEA measured the member’s usage 
from October 1st, 2020, through March 31st, 2021, 
and during that period, their usage was 11,476 kWh. 
The daily average was 63 kWh, and the average daily 
temperature was 25 degrees.

What did the member install?
The member bought three MYSA smart 
programmable thermostats. They paid a total of 

$402.09, including taxes and shipping. Through our 
Energy Hero Rebates, YVEA gave a bill credit rebate 
for $150, making the member’s total cost $252.09. 
This member self-installed their thermostats, and 
we estimate that had they not, the installer cost 
would be around $200.

The study
The member installed the thermostats in September 
2021. YVEA’s team measured the member’s usage 
starting on October 1st, 2021 and ending on March 
31st, 2022. Remember that the member’s usage 
before the smart thermostats was 11,476 kWh? After 
they could program and use these thermostats, the 
member reduced their usage for the same period, 
down to 7,062 kWh. As a result, their average daily 
usage came down to 38 kWh, and the average daily 
temperature was 22 degrees.

Even though the average temperature was three 
degrees colder than in 2021, the member used 4,414 
fewer kWh during the same time. This represents a 
kWh savings of $417 for this 182-day winter season 
(October 1st, 2021, through March 31st, 2022). On 
average, this member saved 24 kWh per day over the 
previous winter.

Conclusion
Even without the YVEA rebate, this member would 
have more than covered the costs of the thermostats 
in just one winter heating season. In addition, this 
member saved money because they utilized the 
smart thermostat technology and could keep the 
temperature low and turn the heat down or off when 
the unit was unoccupied. To see this type of savings, 
the member must program the thermostat or utilize 
the remote-control capabilities to manage the 
temperature in the home.

We hope that more members who use electric 
baseboard heating as their primary heating source 
will look into the money savings offered through 
these thermostats. To learn more about our rebates, 
visit www.yvea.com/rebates.
.

SMART THERMOSTATS CAN HELP YOU SAVE

Steve Johnson, CEO

Ingredients

4 slices bacon, diced
1 yellow onion, chopped
1 lb. sweet Italian sausage
2 cloves garlic
2 large or 3 small sweet potatoes, cubed or sliced 
into thin half moons
Kosher salt and pepper
5 cups low sodium chicken broth
4 cups chopped kale leaves
½ cup half n half or heavy cream
Large pinch red pepper flakes

Instructions
1. Heat a dutch oven or other heavy bottomed pot 
over medium heat. Add the bacon pieces and 
cook until crisped, about 5 minutes. Remove with 
a slotted spatula or spoon and place on a paper 
towel to drain.

2. Add the onion and sausage to the pot, using 
your spatula to crumble the sausage. Cook until 
no pink remains, then drain the excess fat from 
the pot. Stir in the garlic and sweet potatoes. 
Sprinkle lightly with Kosher salt and black pepper.

3. Pour the chicken broth into the pot, increase 
the heat to high, and bring the mixture to a boil. 
Cook until the sweet potatoes are softened, 4-5 
minutes.

4. Add the kale and cook until wilted, an 
additional 2-3 minutes. Reduce heat and stir in 
half n half and red pepper flakes. Heat through 
and serve with crumbled bacon on top.

Annual Meeting Elections and Timeline

The best part about being a member at a co-op is your voice matters. Our Annual 
Meeting and Board Elections are coming up. The districts that are up for election this 

year are District #2: Debbie Cook; District #3: Sasha Nelson; District #6: Tom Fox. Here 
is a timeline for our members to know about:

April 28th, 2023 – All submission for board candidates must be received by April 28th, 
2023

May 26th, 2023 – Member should have received ballots, biographies, and notice of 
Annual Meeting. Please note that if all election seats are uncontested, ballots will not 

be sent out for a vote.

June 27th, 2023 – YVEA’s Annual Meeting will be held at our Steamboat Campus, 
located at 2211 Elk River Road, Steamboat Springs, CO 80487
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The Yampa Valley Electric Association Scholarship is designed to encourage the 
academic achievements of the high school seniors or current undergraduate 
students who live in the YVEA service territory. These scholarships are funded with 
unclaimed captial credits. 

Do not place heaters on a table. They should 
sit on a hard, level floor.

Leave at least 3 feet of space between 
flammable materials, such as furniture, 
bedding, and curtains. A taller heater may 
need to be even further away.

Don’t use a heater in a workshop or garage 
near paint, gas cans, or matches.

Turn it off when you are out of the room or 
go to bed.

Unplug the heater when it’s not in use by 
pulling the plug straight from the outlet. 
Periodically check the cord for damage. 
Do notuse the heater if the cord is frayed 
or worn.

Don’t plug another electrical device or an 
extension cord into the same outlet as a 
heater as this can cause overheating.

Keep working smoke alarms on every level 
of your home and in every bedroom, and 
test them monthly.
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Space heaters can help warm small 
spaces. But when used incorrectly, 
they can become a dangerous 
hazard. Over 1,700 house fires are 
caused by portable heating sources 
annually. To avoid this risk, follow 
these safety tips:

SPACE 
HEATER 
SAFETY

For more electrical safety information,
visit www.yvea.com/electrical-safety.

A rate increase begins on March 1st, 2023. For more 
information, please visit www.yvea.com/2023-rate-increase.

Application deadline
is April 5th, 2023

To learn more and apply, visit www.yvea.com/scholarships.

What we talk about when we talk about bandwidth 
Bandwidth is a word we frequently use when discussing speed. However, bandwidth and 
speed are slightly different concepts in broadband—they’re related, but different.  

1. How many people or devices will be using your internet at the same time? 
Most people underestimate the number of internet connected devices they have 
in their home—from PCs, laptops, and tablets to mobile phones, smart speakers, 
smart TVs, and even doorbells, refrigerators, and thermostats. The average U.S. 
home in 2022 had between 21-25 devices. 

2. What will they be doing? 
Some tasks require very little bandwidth, such as checking email and social media, 
as well as browsing web pages and streaming music. Other tasks, such as online 
multiplayer gaming and 4K video streaming use quite a bit more.

How to Assess 
Bandwidth Needs 

BANDWIDTH

Speaks to how much internet data can be moved 
through your network connection during a fixed period 
of time. The more bandwidth you have, the more data 
can come into your home when you need it.

The key questions to ask when determining your bandwidth needs are: 

Figuring out the numbers
Fortunately, there are a variety of bandwidth calculators available online. We recommend the one 
at the Consumer Reports website. Simply enter the number of each device type you have and 
you’ll get a rough idea of the bandwidth that would best serve your home. 

Need help determining the right bandwidth for your household? The Luminate Broadband team 
would love to hear from you! Contact our friendly, hometown staff at 970-870-4320. We’d be more 
than happy to assist. 

SPEED

Refers to the actual rate 
of speed with which data 
moves through the lines.

Though the amount of bandwidth you need will vary based on your household size 
and the number of devices used, we recommend starting with at least 100 Mbps for 
the average household that streams movies or plays online video games. 
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What we talk about when we talk about bandwidth 
Bandwidth is a word we frequently use when discussing speed. However, bandwidth and 
speed are slightly different concepts in broadband—they’re related, but different.  

1. How many people or devices will be using your internet at the same time? 
Most people underestimate the number of internet connected devices they have 
in their home—from PCs, laptops, and tablets to mobile phones, smart speakers, 
smart TVs, and even doorbells, refrigerators, and thermostats. The average U.S. 
home in 2022 had between 21-25 devices. 

2. What will they be doing? 
Some tasks require very little bandwidth, such as checking email and social media, 
as well as browsing web pages and streaming music. Other tasks, such as online 
multiplayer gaming and 4K video streaming use quite a bit more.
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of time. The more bandwidth you have, the more data 
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SPEED

Refers to the actual rate 
of speed with which data 
moves through the lines.

Though the amount of bandwidth you need will vary based on your household size 
and the number of devices used, we recommend starting with at least 100 Mbps for 
the average household that streams movies or plays online video games. 
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You may have seen the 
notices we sent out during 
our colder months, offering 
advice on saving money by 
being smarter with your 
energy usage. We recently 
conducted a case study with 
a member who installed 
a smart thermostat on 
their electric baseboard 
heating system to see the 

savings. And we are excited to share this case study 
in the hopes more members would install smart 
thermostats to help save money.

Why use a smart thermostat?
A smart thermostat is a Wi-Fi-enabled device 
that automatically adjusts your home’s heating 
and cooling temperature settings for optimal 
performance. Unfortunately, most of us have 
manual thermostats in our homes which are not 
precise when setting the temperature, which is 
the biggest perk of programmable thermostats. 
Programmable thermostats allow members to set 
exact temperatures to control their energy usage. 
And because they are Wi-Fi enabled, members can 
control the thermostats with an app, so if you forget 
to turn down your temperature when you leave for 
the day, an easy click of the button will help save 
you money.

Background
This member we studied lived in a condo unit built 
in the 1970s. The primary heat source for this unit 
is electric baseboard heating. The member wanted 
help reducing their monthly energy usage, and 
we saw installing smart thermostats as a way to 
achieve this. YVEA measured the member’s usage 
from October 1st, 2020, through March 31st, 2021, 
and during that period, their usage was 11,476 kWh. 
The daily average was 63 kWh, and the average daily 
temperature was 25 degrees.

What did the member install?
The member bought three MYSA smart 
programmable thermostats. They paid a total of 

$402.09, including taxes and shipping. Through our 
Energy Hero Rebates, YVEA gave a bill credit rebate 
for $150, making the member’s total cost $252.09. 
This member self-installed their thermostats, and 
we estimate that had they not, the installer cost 
would be around $200.

The study
The member installed the thermostats in September 
2021. YVEA’s team measured the member’s usage 
starting on October 1st, 2021 and ending on March 
31st, 2022. Remember that the member’s usage 
before the smart thermostats was 11,476 kWh? After 
they could program and use these thermostats, the 
member reduced their usage for the same period, 
down to 7,062 kWh. As a result, their average daily 
usage came down to 38 kWh, and the average daily 
temperature was 22 degrees.

Even though the average temperature was three 
degrees colder than in 2021, the member used 4,414 
fewer kWh during the same time. This represents a 
kWh savings of $417 for this 182-day winter season 
(October 1st, 2021, through March 31st, 2022). On 
average, this member saved 24 kWh per day over the 
previous winter.

Conclusion
Even without the YVEA rebate, this member would 
have more than covered the costs of the thermostats 
in just one winter heating season. In addition, this 
member saved money because they utilized the 
smart thermostat technology and could keep the 
temperature low and turn the heat down or off when 
the unit was unoccupied. To see this type of savings, 
the member must program the thermostat or utilize 
the remote-control capabilities to manage the 
temperature in the home.

We hope that more members who use electric 
baseboard heating as their primary heating source 
will look into the money savings offered through 
these thermostats. To learn more about our rebates, 
visit www.yvea.com/rebates.
.

SMART THERMOSTATS CAN HELP YOU SAVE

Steve Johnson, CEO

Ingredients

4 slices bacon, diced
1 yellow onion, chopped
1 lb. sweet Italian sausage
2 cloves garlic
2 large or 3 small sweet potatoes, cubed or sliced 
into thin half moons
Kosher salt and pepper
5 cups low sodium chicken broth
4 cups chopped kale leaves
½ cup half n half or heavy cream
Large pinch red pepper flakes

Instructions
1. Heat a dutch oven or other heavy bottomed pot 
over medium heat. Add the bacon pieces and 
cook until crisped, about 5 minutes. Remove with 
a slotted spatula or spoon and place on a paper 
towel to drain.

2. Add the onion and sausage to the pot, using 
your spatula to crumble the sausage. Cook until 
no pink remains, then drain the excess fat from 
the pot. Stir in the garlic and sweet potatoes. 
Sprinkle lightly with Kosher salt and black pepper.

3. Pour the chicken broth into the pot, increase 
the heat to high, and bring the mixture to a boil. 
Cook until the sweet potatoes are softened, 4-5 
minutes.

4. Add the kale and cook until wilted, an 
additional 2-3 minutes. Reduce heat and stir in 
half n half and red pepper flakes. Heat through 
and serve with crumbled bacon on top.
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The best part about being a member at a co-op is your voice matters. Our Annual 
Meeting and Board Elections are coming up. The districts that are up for election this 

year are District #2: Debbie Cook; District #3: Sasha Nelson; District #6: Tom Fox. Here 
is a timeline for our members to know about:

April 28th, 2023 – All submission for board candidates must be received by April 28th, 
2023

May 26th, 2023 – Member should have received ballots, biographies, and notice of 
Annual Meeting. Please note that if all election seats are uncontested, ballots will not 

be sent out for a vote.

June 27th, 2023 – YVEA’s Annual Meeting will be held at our Steamboat Campus, 
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being smarter with your 
energy usage. We recently 
conducted a case study with 
a member who installed 
a smart thermostat on 
their electric baseboard 
heating system to see the 

savings. And we are excited to share this case study 
in the hopes more members would install smart 
thermostats to help save money.

Why use a smart thermostat?
A smart thermostat is a Wi-Fi-enabled device 
that automatically adjusts your home’s heating 
and cooling temperature settings for optimal 
performance. Unfortunately, most of us have 
manual thermostats in our homes which are not 
precise when setting the temperature, which is 
the biggest perk of programmable thermostats. 
Programmable thermostats allow members to set 
exact temperatures to control their energy usage. 
And because they are Wi-Fi enabled, members can 
control the thermostats with an app, so if you forget 
to turn down your temperature when you leave for 
the day, an easy click of the button will help save 
you money.

Background
This member we studied lived in a condo unit built 
in the 1970s. The primary heat source for this unit 
is electric baseboard heating. The member wanted 
help reducing their monthly energy usage, and 
we saw installing smart thermostats as a way to 
achieve this. YVEA measured the member’s usage 
from October 1st, 2020, through March 31st, 2021, 
and during that period, their usage was 11,476 kWh. 
The daily average was 63 kWh, and the average daily 
temperature was 25 degrees.

What did the member install?
The member bought three MYSA smart 
programmable thermostats. They paid a total of 

$402.09, including taxes and shipping. Through our 
Energy Hero Rebates, YVEA gave a bill credit rebate 
for $150, making the member’s total cost $252.09. 
This member self-installed their thermostats, and 
we estimate that had they not, the installer cost 
would be around $200.

The study
The member installed the thermostats in September 
2021. YVEA’s team measured the member’s usage 
starting on October 1st, 2021 and ending on March 
31st, 2022. Remember that the member’s usage 
before the smart thermostats was 11,476 kWh? After 
they could program and use these thermostats, the 
member reduced their usage for the same period, 
down to 7,062 kWh. As a result, their average daily 
usage came down to 38 kWh, and the average daily 
temperature was 22 degrees.

Even though the average temperature was three 
degrees colder than in 2021, the member used 4,414 
fewer kWh during the same time. This represents a 
kWh savings of $417 for this 182-day winter season 
(October 1st, 2021, through March 31st, 2022). On 
average, this member saved 24 kWh per day over the 
previous winter.

Conclusion
Even without the YVEA rebate, this member would 
have more than covered the costs of the thermostats 
in just one winter heating season. In addition, this 
member saved money because they utilized the 
smart thermostat technology and could keep the 
temperature low and turn the heat down or off when 
the unit was unoccupied. To see this type of savings, 
the member must program the thermostat or utilize 
the remote-control capabilities to manage the 
temperature in the home.
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will look into the money savings offered through 
these thermostats. To learn more about our rebates, 
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over medium heat. Add the bacon pieces and 
cook until crisped, about 5 minutes. Remove with 
a slotted spatula or spoon and place on a paper 
towel to drain.
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your spatula to crumble the sausage. Cook until 
no pink remains, then drain the excess fat from 
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3. Pour the chicken broth into the pot, increase 
the heat to high, and bring the mixture to a boil. 
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Do not place heaters on a table. They should 
sit on a hard, level floor.

Leave at least 3 feet of space between 
flammable materials, such as furniture, 
bedding, and curtains. A taller heater may 
need to be even further away.

Don’t use a heater in a workshop or garage 
near paint, gas cans, or matches.

Turn it off when you are out of the room or 
go to bed.

Unplug the heater when it’s not in use by 
pulling the plug straight from the outlet. 
Periodically check the cord for damage. 
Do notuse the heater if the cord is frayed 
or worn.

Don’t plug another electrical device or an 
extension cord into the same outlet as a 
heater as this can cause overheating.

Keep working smoke alarms on every level 
of your home and in every bedroom, and 
test them monthly.
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Space heaters can help warm small 
spaces. But when used incorrectly, 
they can become a dangerous 
hazard. Over 1,700 house fires are 
caused by portable heating sources 
annually. To avoid this risk, follow 
these safety tips:

SPACE 
HEATER 
SAFETY

For more electrical safety information,
visit www.yvea.com/electrical-safety.

A rate increase begins on March 1st, 2023. For more 
information, please visit www.yvea.com/2023-rate-increase.

Application deadline
is April 5th, 2023

To learn more and apply, visit www.yvea.com/scholarships.

What we talk about when we talk about bandwidth 
Bandwidth is a word we frequently use when discussing speed. However, bandwidth and 
speed are slightly different concepts in broadband—they’re related, but different.  

1. How many people or devices will be using your internet at the same time? 
Most people underestimate the number of internet connected devices they have 
in their home—from PCs, laptops, and tablets to mobile phones, smart speakers, 
smart TVs, and even doorbells, refrigerators, and thermostats. The average U.S. 
home in 2022 had between 21-25 devices. 

2. What will they be doing? 
Some tasks require very little bandwidth, such as checking email and social media, 
as well as browsing web pages and streaming music. Other tasks, such as online 
multiplayer gaming and 4K video streaming use quite a bit more.

How to Assess 
Bandwidth Needs 

BANDWIDTH

Speaks to how much internet data can be moved 
through your network connection during a fixed period 
of time. The more bandwidth you have, the more data 
can come into your home when you need it.

The key questions to ask when determining your bandwidth needs are: 

Figuring out the numbers
Fortunately, there are a variety of bandwidth calculators available online. We recommend the one 
at the Consumer Reports website. Simply enter the number of each device type you have and 
you’ll get a rough idea of the bandwidth that would best serve your home. 

Need help determining the right bandwidth for your household? The Luminate Broadband team 
would love to hear from you! Contact our friendly, hometown staff at 970-870-4320. We’d be more 
than happy to assist. 

SPEED

Refers to the actual rate 
of speed with which data 
moves through the lines.

Though the amount of bandwidth you need will vary based on your household size 
and the number of devices used, we recommend starting with at least 100 Mbps for 
the average household that streams movies or plays online video games. 
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academic achievements of the high school seniors or current undergraduate 
students who live in the YVEA service territory. These scholarships are funded with 
unclaimed captial credits. 
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You may have seen the 
notices we sent out during 
our colder months, offering 
advice on saving money by 
being smarter with your 
energy usage. We recently 
conducted a case study with 
a member who installed 
a smart thermostat on 
their electric baseboard 
heating system to see the 

savings. And we are excited to share this case study 
in the hopes more members would install smart 
thermostats to help save money.

Why use a smart thermostat?
A smart thermostat is a Wi-Fi-enabled device 
that automatically adjusts your home’s heating 
and cooling temperature settings for optimal 
performance. Unfortunately, most of us have 
manual thermostats in our homes which are not 
precise when setting the temperature, which is 
the biggest perk of programmable thermostats. 
Programmable thermostats allow members to set 
exact temperatures to control their energy usage. 
And because they are Wi-Fi enabled, members can 
control the thermostats with an app, so if you forget 
to turn down your temperature when you leave for 
the day, an easy click of the button will help save 
you money.

Background
This member we studied lived in a condo unit built 
in the 1970s. The primary heat source for this unit 
is electric baseboard heating. The member wanted 
help reducing their monthly energy usage, and 
we saw installing smart thermostats as a way to 
achieve this. YVEA measured the member’s usage 
from October 1st, 2020, through March 31st, 2021, 
and during that period, their usage was 11,476 kWh. 
The daily average was 63 kWh, and the average daily 
temperature was 25 degrees.

What did the member install?
The member bought three MYSA smart 
programmable thermostats. They paid a total of 

$402.09, including taxes and shipping. Through our 
Energy Hero Rebates, YVEA gave a bill credit rebate 
for $150, making the member’s total cost $252.09. 
This member self-installed their thermostats, and 
we estimate that had they not, the installer cost 
would be around $200.

The study
The member installed the thermostats in September 
2021. YVEA’s team measured the member’s usage 
starting on October 1st, 2021 and ending on March 
31st, 2022. Remember that the member’s usage 
before the smart thermostats was 11,476 kWh? After 
they could program and use these thermostats, the 
member reduced their usage for the same period, 
down to 7,062 kWh. As a result, their average daily 
usage came down to 38 kWh, and the average daily 
temperature was 22 degrees.

Even though the average temperature was three 
degrees colder than in 2021, the member used 4,414 
fewer kWh during the same time. This represents a 
kWh savings of $417 for this 182-day winter season 
(October 1st, 2021, through March 31st, 2022). On 
average, this member saved 24 kWh per day over the 
previous winter.

Conclusion
Even without the YVEA rebate, this member would 
have more than covered the costs of the thermostats 
in just one winter heating season. In addition, this 
member saved money because they utilized the 
smart thermostat technology and could keep the 
temperature low and turn the heat down or off when 
the unit was unoccupied. To see this type of savings, 
the member must program the thermostat or utilize 
the remote-control capabilities to manage the 
temperature in the home.

We hope that more members who use electric 
baseboard heating as their primary heating source 
will look into the money savings offered through 
these thermostats. To learn more about our rebates, 
visit www.yvea.com/rebates.
.

SMART THERMOSTATS CAN HELP YOU SAVE

Steve Johnson, CEO

Ingredients

4 slices bacon, diced
1 yellow onion, chopped
1 lb. sweet Italian sausage
2 cloves garlic
2 large or 3 small sweet potatoes, cubed or sliced 
into thin half moons
Kosher salt and pepper
5 cups low sodium chicken broth
4 cups chopped kale leaves
½ cup half n half or heavy cream
Large pinch red pepper flakes

Instructions
1. Heat a dutch oven or other heavy bottomed pot 
over medium heat. Add the bacon pieces and 
cook until crisped, about 5 minutes. Remove with 
a slotted spatula or spoon and place on a paper 
towel to drain.

2. Add the onion and sausage to the pot, using 
your spatula to crumble the sausage. Cook until 
no pink remains, then drain the excess fat from 
the pot. Stir in the garlic and sweet potatoes. 
Sprinkle lightly with Kosher salt and black pepper.

3. Pour the chicken broth into the pot, increase 
the heat to high, and bring the mixture to a boil. 
Cook until the sweet potatoes are softened, 4-5 
minutes.

4. Add the kale and cook until wilted, an 
additional 2-3 minutes. Reduce heat and stir in 
half n half and red pepper flakes. Heat through 
and serve with crumbled bacon on top.

Annual Meeting Elections and Timeline

The best part about being a member at a co-op is your voice matters. Our Annual 
Meeting and Board Elections are coming up. The districts that are up for election this 

year are District #2: Debbie Cook; District #3: Sasha Nelson; District #6: Tom Fox. Here 
is a timeline for our members to know about:

April 28th, 2023 – All submission for board candidates must be received by April 28th, 
2023

May 26th, 2023 – Member should have received ballots, biographies, and notice of 
Annual Meeting. Please note that if all election seats are uncontested, ballots will not 

be sent out for a vote.

June 27th, 2023 – YVEA’s Annual Meeting will be held at our Steamboat Campus, 
located at 2211 Elk River Road, Steamboat Springs, CO 80487
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Space heaters can help warm small 
spaces. But when used incorrectly, 
they can become a dangerous 
hazard. Over 1,700 house fires are 
caused by portable heating sources 
annually. To avoid this risk, follow 
these safety tips:
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What we talk about when we talk about bandwidth 
Bandwidth is a word we frequently use when discussing speed. However, bandwidth and 
speed are slightly different concepts in broadband—they’re related, but different.  

1. How many people or devices will be using your internet at the same time? 
Most people underestimate the number of internet connected devices they have 
in their home—from PCs, laptops, and tablets to mobile phones, smart speakers, 
smart TVs, and even doorbells, refrigerators, and thermostats. The average U.S. 
home in 2022 had between 21-25 devices. 

2. What will they be doing? 
Some tasks require very little bandwidth, such as checking email and social media, 
as well as browsing web pages and streaming music. Other tasks, such as online 
multiplayer gaming and 4K video streaming use quite a bit more.

How to Assess 
Bandwidth Needs 

BANDWIDTH

Speaks to how much internet data can be moved 
through your network connection during a fixed period 
of time. The more bandwidth you have, the more data 
can come into your home when you need it.

The key questions to ask when determining your bandwidth needs are: 

Figuring out the numbers
Fortunately, there are a variety of bandwidth calculators available online. We recommend the one 
at the Consumer Reports website. Simply enter the number of each device type you have and 
you’ll get a rough idea of the bandwidth that would best serve your home. 

Need help determining the right bandwidth for your household? The Luminate Broadband team 
would love to hear from you! Contact our friendly, hometown staff at 970-870-4320. We’d be more 
than happy to assist. 

SPEED

Refers to the actual rate 
of speed with which data 
moves through the lines.

Though the amount of bandwidth you need will vary based on your household size 
and the number of devices used, we recommend starting with at least 100 Mbps for 
the average household that streams movies or plays online video games. 


