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The Board of Directors of Yampa Valley Electric Association, Inc., reconvened at 2211 Elk 
River Road, Steamboat Springs, Colorado at 11:00 a.m. on September 17, 2015.  
Chairman Dean Brosious reconvened the recessed meeting of August 20, 2015. Upon 
calling roll, it was reported that the following Directors were present: Dean Brosious, 
Frank Roitsch, Russell Garrity, Pat McClelland, Glynda Sheehan, Mike Brinks, Larry 
Ellgen, Tom Fox, and Scott McGill. Also present were General Counsel, Tom Sharp and 
General Manager, Diane Johnson. After the Chairman declared that the Recessed 
Meeting was re-opened, there was no further business.  The Chairman declared that all 
business of the Recessed Meeting was concluded and called for a motion to adjourn.  
Upon motion being made, duly seconded, and passed unanimously, the Recessed Meeting 
was adjourned. 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

Upon calling roll, it was reported that the following Directors were present: Dean 
Brosious, Frank Roitsch, Russell Garrity, Pat McClelland, Glynda Sheehan, Mike Brinks, 
Larry Ellgen, Tom Fox, and Scott McGill. Also present were General Counsel, Tom 
Sharp; General Manager, Diane Johnson; Manager of Accounting Services and 
Warehouse and Facilities, Amy Mahon; Human Resources Manager, Randi Owens; 
Board Secretary Larissa Wilson; Member Relations Manager, Kathy Bertrand; 
Communications and Public Relations Manager, Tammi McKenzie; guests Jim Sack, 
Allan Keefe and Bill Leung; and member-owner Jeff Troeger. 
 

2. Executive Session 
 

After the Chairman declared the meeting open, a motion was made, duly seconded, and 
passed unanimously that the board of directors go immediately into an executive session 
under “new business” to consider documents and testimony given in confidence, and the 
general topics of such executive session will be to discuss and consider pending and 
potential property acquisitions, personnel matters, contract negotiations and pending or 
threatened litigation.  Board members, Diane Johnson, General Manager, Board Secretary 
Larissa Wilson, Human Resources Manager, Randi Owens, and Tom Sharp, General 
Counsel were in attendance during such executive session.  Such executive session 
convened at approximately 11:00 a.m., and the board ended the executive session and 
returned to its public meeting session at approximately 1:00 p.m. 
   

3. Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion approving the amended minutes from the Recessed Meeting (other than the 
reconvened portion of such meeting this day) was made, duly seconded, and passed 
unanimously. 
 

4. Member-Owner Comment 
 
Mr. Troeger expressed his displeasure with the article written by Kent Singer in August’s 
Colorado Country Life Magazine. Mr. Troeger sent his criticism to Mr. Brosious and Ms. 
Johnson for distribution to the board and staff. Ms. Johnson noted, she responded to Mr. 
Troeger as well as Mr. Singer. 



 
5. Director Comments 

 

Mr. Garrity noted Ms. Garrity requested multiple copies of Colorado Country Life 
magazine to send to friends and relatives.  
 
Ms. Sheehan received a phone call from a member who complimented Member Services 
on their customer service. 
 
Directors complimented staff on the board system tour held August 26. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 

6.   Acceptance of the Financial and Statistical Reports 

Ms. Mahon provided financial highlights from the month of August. A motion accepting 
the financial and statistical reports for August was made by Mr. Fox, seconded by Mr. 
McClelland, and carried with a unanimous vote. 

7.   Revision to Net Metering/Interconnection Limits 

The proposal to increase the limits for net metering/interconnection was returned to the 
board for final approval. Questions and discussion followed. A motion accepting the 
revision to net metering/interconnection limits was made by Mr. McClelland, seconded 
by Ms. Sheehan, and carried with a unanimous vote.  

8.   Approval of New Amended and Restated Bylaws for Operation Round-Up Program 

The amended and restated bylaws for Operation Round-Up were returned to the board for 
final approval. The amendments have been approved by the Operation Round-Up board. 
Questions and discussion followed. A motion approving the amended and restated bylaws 
was made by Ms. Sheehan, duly seconded by Mr. Brinks, and the motion passed with Mr. 
Ellgen opposing. 

 
PENDING APPROVAL ITEMS 

9.  Approval of Health and Dental Insurance for 2016 

The motion to approve the health and dental insurance employer contributions for this 
year and into the future until otherwise changed was made by Mr. McGill, duly seconded 
by Mr. Brinks, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

    10.  Approval of Stagecoach Hydro Energy Rider 

Mr. Sharp recused himself from the discussion. The Stagecoach hydro energy rider to be 
published in the legal section of Steamboat and Craig newspapers was presented to the 
board. Questions and discussion followed. A motion to approve the rider was made by 
Mr. Brinks, duly seconded by Mr. Ellgen, and passed with a unanimous vote. 

 

INFORMATION ITEMS   

     11.  Staff Reports  

A. Finance 

There were no questions. 

B. Operations  

I. Safety 



Mr. Garrity noted recordables and near misses are higher than the national 
average for cooperatives. Ms. Johnson replied the number will decline as 
communication and safety processes improve. Mr. McGill asked how the 
stairwell lights are controlled. Ms. Johnson replied, currently the stairwell 
lights are controlled differently in different areas, however lighting will be 
addressed during the new headquarters remodel. 

II. Operations 

There were no questions. 

III. Engineering 

There were no questions.  

IV. IT 

Ms. Johnson noted the first AMI workshop was held in August at the YVEA 
Steamboat office. There were no attendees, which is a sign the current 
communication strategy is effective. 

C. Human Resources 

There were no questions. 

D. Communications & PR 

There were no questions. 
 

E. Member Relations 

There were no questions. 
 

F. Facilities and Warehouse 

There were no questions. 

12. AMI 

There was no update.  

13. CREA 

Mr. McGill distributed the minutes from last month's meeting and provided a brief 
summary of the meeting. There will be no September meeting.  

14.  Western United 

Mr. McGill gave an overview of the August meeting. There will be no September 
meeting. 

15.  CEC 

There was no update.  

16. Paradigm 

Mr. McClelland noted Paradigm closed on their Crested Butte property and Paradigm is 
now out of the real estate business. Ms. Johnson requested Paradigm close the books by 
year end. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

17. Headquarters Reconstruction  

Ms. Johnson noted she is distributing an employee survey to Steamboat Springs 
employees on Monday. A programming survey will be distributed to managers and 
supervisors. The surveys will be submitted to Gensler and the results will be presented to 



the building committee along with recommendations. Ms. Johnson also noted the dollars 
allocated for construction have not been spent this year. These dollars will be presented 
in next year's budget. 

18. Open Director Discussion  

Mr. Garrity offered a brief summary of his recent experience as it pertains to Clean 
Power Plan regulations, as well as technology updates. 

Mr. Brosious provided an update on the lawsuit affecting Colowyo Mine. The required 
assessment has been completed and Colowyo Mine will continue operations. Trapper 
Mine is now conducting its assessment with the Office of Surface Mining. Tri-State 
continues to clean-air retrofit its plant. 

OTHER ITEMS  

19. Unfinished Business   

There was no unfinished business. 

20.  New Business 

There was no new business. 
 

21.  Recess  

A motion to recess this regular meeting of the directors of Yampa Valley Electric 
Association, Inc., until 11:00 am on Thursday, October 15, 2015 was made, duly 
seconded, and passed unanimously.  The Chairman then declared this regular meeting 
recessed at 3:29 p.m. 

 

 
_____________________________________  Dated: October 15, 2015 
     Chairman of the Board 
 
_____________________________________   Dated: October 15, 2015 
     Secretary of the Board 


