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current events

T he hol idays are a t ime for family, 
fr iends and celebrat ions. Thanksgiv-

ing, Hanukkah and Christmas are t imes of 
happiness and joy. However,  they are often 
fol lowed by large ut i l i ty bi l ls.  An expensive 
Januar y electr ic bi l l  does not have to be 
the last gi ft  of  Christmas. You can st i l l  cel -
ebrate and save money at the same t ime.

Everyone knows the house with the large 
light display. It is the one that you take the kids 
to, the one that you talk to neighbors about and 
the one that produces enough light that small 
airplanes attempt to land. It is also the house 
with the very large January electric bill. Tradi-
tional mini lights use 36 watts of power com-
pared to only 5 watts for a string of LED lights. 

In addition to the energy savings, LED 
lights are generally made of plastic and will not 
break. Many LED lights are also brighter than 
the traditional mini lights. But, a string of LED 
lights can cost two to three times more than 
traditional string lights but last up to ten times 
longer. However, many homeowners have had 
mixed results with LED holiday lights. Unlike 
traditional incandescent lights, LEDs use com-
puter chips to create the light. Depending on 
the quality of the manufacturing process the 
brightness and life may not be what the home-
owner expects. As with many things in life, 
cheaper is not always better. Cheap LED lamps 
may appear dim compared to more expensive 
LEDs or traditional lighting. When looking 
for LEDs it is a good idea to view the lights 
plugged in at the store or make sure that you 
can return the lights if they do not meet your 
expectations. 

All holiday lights, whether LED or incan-
descent, should be placed on a timer. Simple 
timers cost $20 and can be set to turn on at 
sunset and turn off the lights after a set number 
of hours. A good rule of thumb is to have lights 

on from sunset until bedtime. There is simply 
no reason to have lights on much later than 
that because there is no one awake to look at 
them. Of course exceptions can and should be 
made. Leaving lights on all night on Christmas 
Eve will help Santa Claus find the homes of 
good boys and girls. 

The holiday season generally conjures up 
images of elves and a jolly toy maker from the 
North Pole. What many people do not realize 
is that beneath the Christmas tree lurks a 
vampire… an energy vampire. Many of the 
Christmas gifts that are given are energy  
vampires that use electricity 24 hours a day. 
Even when they are supposedly turned 
off. Examples of energy vampires are cell 
phone chargers, computers, and video 
game consoles and any electronic that 
comes with a large plug. On average, home  
entertainment products such as TVs, 
stereos and video game consoles account 
for 7% of a home’s annual electric bill. 
Computers and their related equipment 
account for another 5% of the yearly elec-
tric bill. These devices are always on and are  
always consuming electricity. However, these 
vampires do not have to ruin your holiday and 
drive up your energy bill year round. When 
possible unplug devices when they are not 
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Each summer, Yampa 
Valley Electric Asso-
ciation sends two area 
high school juniors on 
what teenagers for the 
past 49 years have called 
“the trip of a lifetime” to 
our nation’s capital. This past summer, 
Miranda Salky of Steamboat Springs and 
Brian Pederson of Hayden were chosen 
for this great trip.

YVEA’s two students will join 24 other 
students from Colorado for the June 13 
- 20 tour of Washington, D.C. The tour 
begins with a full day in Denver visit-
ing the state Capitol as well as a tour of 
Tri-State Generation and Transmission 
facilities.

The Colorado group will fly to D.C. 
and will travel with students from 
Alaska, California, Idaho, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, Utah, Washington, Wiscon-
sin and Wyoming.  With more than 1,500 
teenagers participating on the tour, this 
is the nation’s largest gathering of stu-
dents on Capitol Hill at one time during 
the entire year. 

One lucky student will be chosen 
to represent Colorado on the NRECA 
Youth Leadership Council. In 2011, 
Owen McIntosh from Steamboat Springs 
was elected by his peers to serve on the 
council. His duties included a second trip 
back to D.C. as well as a trip to NRECA’s 
annual meeting in San 
Diego, California. 

Students who wish 
to enter the contest 
can do so by writing 
a short essay (250 
words or less) on the 
topic of “What you expect to learn or 
experience, should you be selected as a 
student attending the 2013 Washington 
D.C. Youth Tour.” Deadline for submit-
ting your typed entry is December 21, 
2012. If you have any questions, please 
contact Todd Chapman at YVEA (871-
2231). All essays submitted will become 
the property of Yampa Valley Electric 
Association.

For more information, please visit 
our website at www.youthtour.coop.
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being used or place them on a smart power strip. 
A smart power strip is designed to eliminate all electricity to 

devices such as DVD players and stereo systems while allowing 
TVs and satellite and cable boxes to remain plugged in. It should 
be noted that TVs and satellite and cable boxes can be some of 
the largest energy consumers in a home. However, unplugging 
them completely is an inconvenience. Some of the devices when 
unplugged can take several minutes to start up. Consumers 
should look for televisions that are Energy Star rated and ask 
their satellite or cable provider for energy efficient boxes. 

After the house has been decorated and the presents opened it 
is time for the party to begin. Most holiday celebrations involve 
family and friends visiting and having a large meal. Prior to the 
guests arriving you should turn down the thermostat. That may 
sound strange when it is cold outside. However, once a home 
begins to fill with people the temperature will quickly begin 
to rise. Additionally, cooking will add warmth to the home. 
Depending upon the size of the home and the number of guests 
many find that it is completely unnecessary to heat the home 

during holiday parties.
The first direction of 

most recipes begin with 
the words “preheat the 
oven to…”. Large pieces 
of meat such as ham, 
turkey or a roast do not 
require a preheated oven. 
Any meal that will be in 
the oven for several hours 
can go into a cold oven. Preheating simply wastes energy. The 
exceptions to this rule are baked goods. Breads, cakes and pies 
should enter an oven that has been preheated.

Being energy efficient is not at the top of most people’s minds 
when celebrating a holiday. But what was a very happy holiday 
can turn very sad with the arrival of January bills. This can be 
prevented. Thinking creatively and careful shopping can help 
save money. The money saved can be used for the other dreaded 
January bill… the credit card.

Conserving Energy (continued)

       YVEA looking for two high school juniors 
for an experience in D.C.

Miranda Salky

Brian Pederson

Season’s 
Greetings
Getting ready for the holidays  
can be a busy time.  And while 
there’s so much to do, we wanted 
to take a moment to say just how 
important you are to us!

Have a wonderful holiday season, 
and a new year filled with much 
happiness and prosperity.
Best wishes from the Board 
of Directors and employees at 
Yampa Valley Electric.

YVEA’s offices will be closed  
for the Christmas holidays, 
December 25th and New Years  
on January 1st.  Emergency calls 
will still be handled by calling 
879-1160 or 824-6593.
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Need a Helping 
Hand with 
Energy Bills?

When times are tough and you find 
it difficult to pay your energy bills; 
help is available. First, call your local 
YVEA office.  Don’t disregard those 
courtesy call(s) notifying you that 
your payment has not been received 
and service may be disconnected.  
You have more options available to 
you before the service man shows 
up to disconnect service.  YVEA does 
disconnect service in the winter.  If 
a service man is dispatched to dis-
connect service, you will be required 
to pay in full, plus a reconnect fee 
and a security deposit.

Second, call 1-866-HEAT-HELP 
(432-8435)!  Operators will help 
direct you to the appropriate assis-
tance option.  You may be directed 
to the Colorado Low Income Energy 
Assistance Program (LEAP).  In 
Wyoming, call 307-777-6346 or 
307-328-1651 for the Carbon 
County Counseling Center.  Both 
LEAP agencies provide cash assis-
tance to help families and individu-
als pay winter home heating costs.  

Disconnecting a member’s electric service 
for nonpayment is one of the most unpleas-
ant jobs at YVEA, especially in cold winter 
months.  However, to keep bad debts down, a 
cost every bill-paying member shares, discon-
nections are enforced.  The wintertime loss of 
electric service due to non-payment of your 
electric bill(s) can mean frozen water pipes 
and costly repairs.  If you travel extensively, 
plan an extended vacation, or own a second 
home, please contact one of our offices to make 
arrangements to pay your monthly electric bill.

YVEA’s BUDGET BILLING plan is a great way 
for customers to even out the fluctuations in 
your monthly electric bill.  With budget billing, 
you pay the same amount each month for 11 
months, and the 12th month is the settlement 
month where your payment will be higher or 
lower based upon your actual usage for the year.

You might consider using our THIRD PARTY 
NOTIFICATION to send a copy of any discon-
nect notice and phone call to a friend, family 
member or business associate.  This notice will 
allow the third party designee to pay the bill on 
your behalf or allow them to contact the Asso-
ciation on your behalf regarding the bill.

The AUTOMATIC PAYMENT PLAN is designed 
to have your monthly electric bill automati-
cally deducted from your checking account or 

applied to your Visa or MasterCard credit card.  
Save stamps, gas and time by using this valu-
able service.  If you pay your bills using your 
bank’s online payment service, be sure you 
understand your bank’s policy on how long it 
takes to process your online payment.

The AUTOMATIC SERVICE TRANSFER will 
ensure that the electric service continues by 
transferring the service into your name when 
a tenant asks for a disconnect.

We make an effort to work with members 
to avoid disconnecting electric service.  But 
many times, members ignore disconnection 
notices on their bills, notification calls and/or 
fail to contact YVEA to make arrangements to 
pay prior to disconnection.  If at any time you 
have a problem paying your bill, please contact 
YVEA.  If a YVEA employee is dispatched to 
disconnect service for non-payment, a collec-
tion fee of $50 during normal business hours 
and a $110 after hours fee must be paid in addi-
tion to the total outstanding balance.

Contact either YVEA office in Craig or 
Steamboat Springs or visit our website http://
www.yvea.com for additional information 
under the billing information tab.  To comply 
with Federal laws, members must make a 
credit card payment by calling 871-2260.

Avoid Costly Wintertime Termination of Electric Service

Home heating can account for more than 
half of the energy used in your home.  Making 
informed decisions about your homes heating 
system can have a big effect on your monthly 
utility bill.  Try some simple steps to increase 
your systems efficiency.

Change the furnace filter regularly!  At a 
minimum, you should change your air filter 
every three months.  Inspect it monthly, and 
if it looks dirty, change it.  A dirty filter will 
slow down air flow and make the system work 
harder.  A clean air filter will help prevent dust 
and dirt from building up in your system.

Get a tune up!  Ask your HVAC contractor 
to inspect service and clean the furnace once a 
year.  Getting a tune-up can improve efficiency 
and comfort.  Most importantly, a tune-up can 
detect damaged or defective equipment, which 
will cause the furnace to quit working on the 
coldest day of the year.

Install a programmable thermostat!  
A standard bi-metal thermostat is not efficient.  
Replace the old thermostat with a new digital 1 
degree sensitive thermostat or a programmable 
thermostat.  Instead of you turning down your 
thermostat at night, a programmable thermo-
stat does the work for you by automatically 
reducing the thermostat setting in your home 
when you don’t need as much heat.  A one 
degree Fahrenheit change, can save approxi-
mately two percent on your heating energy 
cost.  A programmable thermostat may not 
work for all heating systems.  Ask your heating 
contractor if one will work if your home has an 
in-floor heating system.

If you have a duct heating system, inspect 
the duct for air leaks.  Seal ducts air leaks using 
mastic sealant or metal tape, instead of duct 
tape, as it is not long-lasting.

Get ready for winter Let us hear 
from you
YVEA encourages our members to 
contact us if there are any ques-
tions, concerns, compliments or 
comments about what is published 
here on the YVEA Current Events 
pages. We also welcome any sug-
gestions about articles or ideas for 
these pages. Please contact us in 
the following ways: 

Email: tchapman@yvea.com
Fax:  (970) 879-7270
Mail:  Yampa Valley Elec. Assn.
Attn:  Current Events
 P.O. Box 771218
 Steamboat Springs, CO  
 80477
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Consumers are required to 
provide meter base and service 
entrance installations in a readily 
accessible location outside of a 
building or structure.  That way, if 
your meter or service needs to be 
read or worked on by YVEA or fire 
dept. personnel, it will be accessible.

If your meter is enclosed in a 
room, you must make arrangements 
with YVEA and your electrician to 
relocate the service to the outside 
of your residence as required by 
the National Electric Code, Article 
230-70 (a-1).

If you have a meter inside a located 
area or a fenced area with a dog, you 
must make sure that YVEA has a key 
or is able to access the meter.  The 
National Electric Code also restricts 
consumers from enclosing meters 
and meter bases. 
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Why YVEA Needs Access to Your Electric Meter
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