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YVEA Talking Points 

Muddy Slide Wildfire Fire Protection Mode 

Contact: Member Services (970) 879-1160 

With the Muddy Slide wildfire moving towards our infrastructure, we have made the necessary and 
correct decision to move sections of our Lynx pass feeder to fire protection mode, also known as “one 
shot.”  This will help to keep our system operating at a safer level, given the conditions, as well as allow 
firefighters to work in an environment without the added worry of electrical wires. 

What does it mean when a system goes to one-shot? 

Normally, our system operates as a three-shot system. This means that when an object (ie tree limbs, 
other vegetation, animals, etc) creates a disturbance to the line, the system will re-energize and try to 
clear the line. It will do this three times before the line will de-energize until a repair is made. Moving to 
a one-shot system means that the disrupted line will make one attempt to clear the line before de-
energizing. 

What does this mean for me as a member served by this line?  

When we move to one-shot, it means members may experience more frequent and longer duration 
outages. We have the staff ready at all hours of the day (even weekends and night), and as soon as 
there is an outage, we will dispatch crews to assess the situation. However, with the wildfire, we may 
have to wait for the all clear from the firefighting agencies before we can move in and make the repair. 
We currently have all hands-on deck and we realize how serious this situation is. We promise to pass 
clear information onto our members as soon as we can. We do ask for your patience as we navigate all 
of this.  

We have been without power for a while. Why is that? 

If we are able to access the area, we will need to patrol the line to find the exact area that is without 
power. This is more time consuming and may lead to extended outages but moving the system to one-
shot is the safest decision. We thank you for your patience as we work to restore power as quickly and 
safely as possible.  

If the fire damages YVEA’s infrastructure, what is the timeline to getting it fixed?  

We unfortunately can’t give exact timelines because we won’t know the damage until we are onsite. 
What our focus at this point is to make sure we’re prepared on the front end. Our engineering 
department has proactively taken inventory of all the specific poles and equipment we would need for 
any repairs to our system. Our contractors who have been working on other construction projects have 
been informed that should we need more hands to help restore or rebuild, we would be pulling them 
from these projects to assist with any damage to our infrastructure. 

How should I prepare for the possibility of frequent and longer duration outages? 

Please visit our outage center at https://www.yvea.com/outage-center to learn more about preparing for 
a power outage.  

https://www.yvea.com/outage-center


 
 
 
 
 
 

2 | P a g e  
 

How should I prepare for an evacuation? 

First, make sure you are signed up for Routt County Emergency Alerts: www.routtcountyalerts.com 

Review the wildfire evacuation checklist located at: https://www.yvea.com/outage-center 

 

How can I stay up to date on news from YVEA?  

Please follow us on Facebook or our website at yvea.com.  You can also sign up for SMS text 
messaging through your smart hub account. If you should need assistance in setting up your account, 
please contact member services at 970-879-1160. We ask you to please be patient with us. We will 
update everyone as soon as we have the information we need to provide a clear, factual information to 
our members.  
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